
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Northern Indiana Territory in 1804 141 

NORTHERN INDIANA TERRITORY IN 1804. 

Original Document. 

[For the following- petition for the separation from Indiana, and erection 
into a new territory, of the district north of the present line between 
Indiana and Michigan, we are indebted to Dr. Harlow Lindley, Director 
of the Department of Archives and History, Indiana State Library. 
Original printed copies of the Memorial are very rare, and it is often 
missing in collections of the publications of the early Congress, which are 
supposed to be complete. Dr. Lindley secured a copy while in Washington, 
D. C, this summer. Coming from a section of Indiana which afterward 
became Michigan, the petition is of interest to both States. — Editor.] 
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MEMORIAL. 

To the Honorable the Senate, and the Honorable the House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States ^ America, in Congress assem- 
bled. 

We, the undersigned memorialists, citizens and inhabitants 
of that district of the Indiana territory, situate north of an East 
and West line, extending through the southerly bend of Lake 
Michigan, humbly pray the speedy interposition of Congress, in 
relief of the oppression and embarrassments under which we at 
present labor, originating in local causes, and which your me- 
morialists endeavored to point out and impress with force, by 
their petitions, presented to Congress, at their last session, pray- 
ing for a separate territory. Notwithstanding the unhappy fate 
which those petitions met with, and the consequent disappoint- 
ments your memorialists experienced, on failure of their wishes, 
yet our present situation is too distressing to justify our silence 
upon a subject of such infinite consequence to the government, 
to ourselves, and to our posterity. 

But one sentiment prevails within this district, upon the ex- 
pediency as well as necessity of a separate territory; it is but 
too evident, that upon the success of this single measure, depends 
the happiness, good order, and prosperity of the citizens of this 
district, whilst its failure can not but produce consequences of 
a serious and alarming nature, tending to all the horrors of out- 
lawry, oppression, and anarchy. 

Impressed with a full belief, that our government are desirous 
of increasing the happiness of the citizen, regardless of the quar- 
ter of the union he may inhabit, we are again induced earnestly 
to solicit Congress, that our situation may not be passed over 
in silence, but that Congress will, at an early period in the ap- 
proaching session, take up and reconsider the prayer of your 
memorialists, presented at the last session, and if possible, and 
consistent with sound policy, grant to your memorialists a sepa- 
rate, distinct, and independent territory, as prayed for in said 
memorial, and for the causes therein named. 

Did your petitioners conceive it necessary to enumerate new 
and additional reasons, shewing the expediency of granting their 
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prayers, many might be adduced. One in particular, we beg 
leave to state, which shows forcibly the impossibility of the 
present government to extend law to us. 

From good authority we state, that in the month of Septem- 
ber, A. D. 1803, the legislature of the Indiana territory adopted 
several laws, altering, amending and repealing those then in 
force, yet those laws, although adopted more than twelve 
months past, have never yet been seen in this place, of course 
have not come into operation in this district ; by stating this fact, 
we do not intend to attach any blame or censure upon our gov- 
ernor, but to demonstrate the impracticability of communicating 
with the seat of government. 

We beg leave further to state, that active measures are now 
on foot through the territory, for entering upon the second or 
representative grade of government ; this step if successful, will 
greatly add to the burthens under which we now labor, by an in- 
crease of taxes, without any possible chance of sharing a pro- 
portional degree of benefit. 

Your petitioners, therefore, do again renew their prayer, that 
Congress will erect into a separate territory, that district of land 
north of the above mentioned line, and grant your petitioners a 
government, similar to the one contemplated by the ordinance 
of Congress of 1787, for the organization and government of the 
late North West territory. And as in duty bound, will ever 

Detroit, 24th October, 1804. 
pray. James May, and Others. 



